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Able, Gifted and Talented Pupils Policy 

 

Background and Terminology 

Numerous definitions of able, gifted and talented learners have appeared in recent years, including 

the following: 

Able and gifted pupils are those with strong intellectual and academic abilities. An able pupil may be 

defined as one who achieves, or has the ability to achieve, at a level significantly higher than her 

peer group.  

Gifted pupils are generally taken to be those in the top five per cent of the national ability range. 

They may have special abilities in one or more subjects. 

Talented pupils are those who excel in specific areas, for example, music, art, design, drama, dance, 

performing arts, or sport. 

Our school is a selective school and so we might expect there to be a higher proportion of pupils 

rated as able, gifted and talented using current guidelines and the information available from testing 

and across the range of many subjects and activities both within and out of school. 

 

Our School’s Position 

Labelling a proportion of our school community as ‘able, gifted and talented’ would be divisive and 

undermine the ethos of the school. 

Our stated aims and values recognise the individual abilities of all our pupils and commit us to 

helping them to reach their full potential, not only intellectually but also creatively and physically. 

We place emphasis on delivering lessons and courses which challenge pupils. Within every subject 

we expect teachers to teach the most able as well as provide support for the least able pupils. We 

hope that all pupils will be challenged beyond the confines of the curriculum. 

We do not enter pupils early for examinations but prefer to enrich beyond the curriculum and to 

offer ‘stretch’ to the most able. 

In the EYFS Setting, enrichment learning opportunities that develop from child centred or focus 

activities are included within Rainbow’s learning week. These opportunities, or challenges, inspire 

further investigation and practice, and nurture an individual’s learning needs and aspirations.   

 

Our Aims and Strategies 

 To educate all our students to the highest possible standards 

 To provide an environment which values excellence and effort 

 To nurture the ability of the pupils 

 To stimulate their desire to learn 

 To provide appropriate challenges to stretch the most able  
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 To celebrate our pupils’ achievements and their pursuit of excellence 

 To be flexible enough to meet individual pupil’s needs within lessons and extra-curricular 

activities 

 To appreciate that pupils need a work-life balance and to encourage a manageable balance 

of activities to avoid ‘over load’ 

 

Strategies 

 Provision of extension, enrichment and differentiation within subject areas. 

 Provision of activities which offer the pupils the freedom to stretch and challenge 

themselves and to explain their thinking to others 

 Identification of suitable materials and activities in schemes of work and departmental 

handbooks 

 Different departments run a variety of activities/events throughout the year designed to 

stretch the most able, such as maths and science Olympiads, Young Scientist awards, 

challenge competitions (e.g.: Geography), essay competitions (e.g.: Classics), shadowing of 

book awards (e.g.’ Kate Greenaway, Carnegie)  

 As a Senior School offer a range of prizes to ‘challenge’; Upper School - Surrey Prize and 

Grayling Prize; Sixth Form - St Catherine’s Scholarship essay (c 70 L6 students enter every 

year) and the Margaret Watts Music Essay (see appendix) 

 Accommodate the schedules of individuals within the Talented cohort who may have 

provision out of school e.g.: Placements with National Youth Theatre/National Youth 

Orchestra/ Youth Choir/international sporting commitments  

 Celebrate through assemblies and displays the work and achievements of AGT cohort 

 Departments encourage pupils to attend talks from Speakers on a wide range of topics, 

including history, science, English, economics. These talks are often organised by Sixth 

Formers. 

 Offer a wide range of extra- curricular activities at all stages through the school which offer 

opportunities for extension and enrichment which are not related to a specific academic 

subjects, such as; bridge club, chess club, Habs TV, photography club. 

 Engage the pupil voice in writing for a variety of school magazines/publications 

 Provide opportunities to extend the standard curriculum eg: Japanese Club, Chinese Club, 

varied courses in the Sixth Form Enrichment and Extension Programmes 

 Provide additional extra-curricular opportunities as requires e.g.: opportunity to conduct; 

string quartets;  

 Encourage pupils to reflect on their own learning through AfL strategies; PSHCE and form 

activities (e.g.: target setting) 

 Promote debate through clubs and societies but also through denominational assemblies 

where pupils have the chance to make presentations and to research topics of personal 

interest  

 Tracking and analysis of reports (descriptors) and targets alongside the information available 

from PUMA/PIRA, Midyis/ALIS/Lucid by form tutors/subject teachers/Section Heads/Deputy 

Head (curriculum) 

 Pupil Dashboard provides academic information on each individual to enable staff to tailor 

teaching to the needs of individuals 

 Conduct regular scrutinies and discussions of work of those considered to be in the group 
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 Continue to provide Inset targeted to provision of extension within classroom context 

 Continue to provide Inset opportunities (both internal and external) to all staff to support 

the needs of AGT pupils  

 Departments encourage older pupils to enter competitions run by universities/Oxbridge 

colleges 
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Appendix 

St Catherine Prize for Sixth Form Scholarship 

This is a prize designed to reward independent academic scholarship in the Sixth Form.  

There will be three scholarships awarded at the start of the Autumn Term. Entry is optional and only 

one entry per student is allowed. 

The entry should take the form of an independent research or practical project.  Students will have a 

free project choice, so they can explore in depth: 

 an aspect of a subject they are studying, or  

 a topic in which they have a personal interest.  

 

Format 

The project can take any form (piece of art work, technology, a musical score, practical science 

investigation, independent research in a humanity, language, science or literary subject, an essay, 

poems, play or drama devised piece) but it must be connected with, and form, some kind of 

academic exploration. This should be outlined in ‘reasons for choice’ in your initial proposal. 

Assignments that are being completed for other organisations eg Schroder’s or Nuffield Bursary may 

be submitted. Where appropriate, all sources of information should be appropriately referenced. 

 

Proposal 

Students are required to submit a proposal which will need to be approved by the appropriate Head 

of Department. It should contain: 

 a working title and 

 reasons for your choice 

 approximate timescale for accomplishing the project 

The approved proposal form should be submitted to the Headmistress before the end of term. 

 

Length 

It should be no longer than 2,500 words or produced (if a practical piece) in an amount of time 

commensurate with the production of 2,500 words. 

Criteria for assessment 

 Scholarship i.e. evidence of in-depth research into a subject. 

 Evidence of independent learning and initiative 

 Genuine academic enquiry or exploration rather than just description. 

 Originality 

 A piece of work that is flawed but ambitious would be worthy of submission 
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Timing 

The proposal must be approved by the HoD and submitted to the Headmistress before the end of 

the summer term. Two copies of the completed project and evaluation statement must be 

submitted to the Headmistress by the second Tuesday in September; this is non-negotiable.  

 

Details of Margaret Watts Music Essay Prize 

This prize honours the memory of Margaret Watts, the gifted and inspirational Head of Music at 

Haberdashers’ from 1949 until her retirement in 1969, when the School was based in Acton. Its 

purpose is to encourage current Lower Sixth Haberdashers to pursue and deepen their academic 

interests in music. 

The prize has been endowed by Margaret Bent (née Bassington), an Old Girl of Haberdashers’ Aske’s 

at Acton in the 1950s, in gratitude for Margaret Watts’s formative role in launching her on a 

successful career: she is an eminent musicologist who has published widely and held positions at 

universities including London, Princeton and Oxford, where she is now an Emeritus Fellow of All 

Souls College. She was appointed CBE in 2008.  She writes: ‘Music was Miss Watts’s inspiration, and 

she was an inspiration to her pupils, rooting a love of music in generations of Haberdashers and 

tirelessly encouraging promising students to aim high. 

The Margaret Watts Prize will run concurrently with the existing St Catherine Prize for Scholarship, 

as it shares the emphasis on independent research. Entries will therefore automatically also be 

entered for the St Catherine Prize. The Margaret Watts Prize, however, will have a specific 

musicological focus, namely, the study of a particular piece or repertoire. 

The guidelines for the Margaret Watts Music Essay Prize are as follows: 

 The essay should be based on a specific piece or repertoire from Western Art Music. This 

may be related to your own performing interests: a violinist, for example, may be inspired to 

look at the Solo Partitas and Sonatas for Violin by J.S. Bach, whilst a ‘cellist may wish to study 

a specific ‘cello concerto (e.g. by Elgar) in depth. 

 The focus of the essay should be on the music itself and maintain a healthy balance between 

the historical context and an analytical approach.  

 The essay should be between 3000 and 4000 words and include a full bibliography. 

 The current Director of Music will be very willing to assist in the initial stages with gathering 

sources and establishing a framework for your study. 

 The essay should be submitted in accordance with the deadline for the St Catherine Prize in 

September of the Upper Sixth year. 

 

The Year 11 Philosophy Prizes 

These prizes were first endowed in Summer 2014 using gifts from the philosopher (AC Grayling) and 

an old girl (Mrs M. Surrey). They are an attempt to provide a stimulating challenge that provokes the 

girls to think independently but they are provided with more guidance in the form of specific titles 

rather than a completely free choice (a with the St Catherine Prize for Sixth form Scholarship). It is 
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intended that they should complete the entries in the summer after their GCSE exams as possible 

introduction to the type of approach required for A level study.  Typical questions might be: 

 

The A. C. Grayling Arts Prize 

“If I don’t experience something myself, I can’t know if it’s true.” 

“Schools- democracy or dictatorship?” 

 

The Surrey Science Prize 

“Was Descartes a philosopher, physicist or mathematician?” 

“How can we distinguish between science and pseudoscience?” 

 

The Process 

 Choose one of the above titles and write an essay 

 Essays should be no more than 1500 words 

 Essays to be submitted to Head of Upper School 

 There will be a monetary prize for the winners 

 

The Admiral’s Cup 

A prize offered jointly to the Boys’ and Girls’ School by Admiral Richard Phillips (former clerk to the 

Haberdashers’ Company). It was awarded for the first time in 2013. 

Originally our titles were generated jointly by the History and Classics Departments of the two 

schools. They are offered jointly to girls and boys from Year 10 and Year 11 and 12. The titles all 

concern an aspect of naval history.  

A pupil must write an essay under one of the four categories: 

1. Ancient Naval Warfare – Classical 

2. 20th Century Naval Warfare 

3. Modern Naval Warfare (Post 20th Century) 

4. How Naval warfare has changed over time 

 

Essays are judged across the two schools and the cup awarded. 

In 2017 the prize was won by a pupil at the girls’ school with the essay of the following title:  

“The First World War Was Won At Sea – Discuss” 


