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Homework Policy 

 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to teachers, girls, parents and governors about what is 

expected of girls. 

 

Junior School 

The aims of setting homework in the Junior School are:  

 to consolidate and reinforce the skills and concepts learnt during the school day 

 to enhance and extend pupils’ learning by developing their study skills 

 to encourage pupils to develop independence 

 to encourage pupils to manage their time effectively and to work to deadlines 

 

We expect parents of all girls to read regularly to and with their daughter and to hear her read.  Discussing 

the text is strongly encouraged so that girls take meaning from what they have heard or read.  Girls should 

read regularly every evening in addition to any other homework set (at least 15 minutes).  

Girls in Rainbow and Year 1 do not have homework.  Homework is introduced only gradually from Year 2 

onwards, initially mainly the learning of spellings and times tables. 

All pupils from Year 3 upwards are given a homework diary in which to record the homework set.  Class 

teachers will check the diary regularly and parents should check the diary each day to ensure that the 

instructions have been followed correctly.  If homework is of poor quality, or not completed, then the 

problem will initially be raised by the class teacher with the girl and, if the situation persists, with her 

parents. Girls are encouraged to work in a quiet, conducive environment at home. 

Homework will not be set for the sake of it.  If no written homework or other activity is thought 

appropriate on a particular night, then girls should be asked to read for longer. Flexibility may be practised 

as to which subject is set on which night although subject teachers who are responsible for homework e.g. 

Maths in Years 5 and 6, will probably need a fixed day of the week.  

A girl may on occasion be asked to finish off work at home if she has not been working hard enough in class 

and has been warned first.  Teachers will use their professional judgement on this; some girls will not be 

able to complete as much work within a lesson as others.  

Junior girls who have instrumental music lessons may need to catch up at home any work missed during 

the day in addition to their normal homework.  An equivalent amount of time should be spent doing the 

work at home as was missed for the music lesson.  

The girls work extremely hard during the term time and holidays are a time for rest and relaxation.  We 

hope that all girls will make the most of any opportunity that arises while on holiday to extend and 

enhance their knowledge and understanding.  Girls in the Junior School will not be given holiday homework 

except for the normal Friday night homework. 
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The learning of words for concerts and performances will also be set from time to time – this is in addition 

to homework set.  Homework is not set on the night of concerts and performances nor on the Play 

Rehearsal evening for Year 6 in the Spring and early Summer Term.  

 

Senior School 

The aims of setting homework in the Senior School are: - 

 Consolidating and reinforcing skills and concepts learnt during the school day 

 Extending school learning for example through additional reading or research 

 Meeting particular demands such as GCSE non-examined assessment; working to deadlines 

 Encouraging girls to develop independent learning skills 

 

This policy is reviewed regularly with consultation of both girls and staff.  Parents are invited to express 

their concerns/views. 

 

All girls are required to do homework on a regular basis.  The amount of time to be spent on each subject is 

listed under the Homework section of the Staff Handbook.  The girls in the Middle School have homework 

timetables. The girls in the Upper School and Sixth Form have time allocations for each subject. In general 

homework for the Middle School has to be done on the night set, which is agreed by all staff.  In the Upper 

School the nature of the work may allow for an extended deadline; this is frequently the case in the Sixth 

Form. In order to help the new year 7 pupils to settle, minimal homework is set in the first half term of the 

Autumn Term. 

 

Communication 

If homework is to be beneficial then everyone concerned must be aware of the requirements.  The girls in 

the Middle School are given a homework timetable, a copy of which is provided to the parents.  In the 

Upper School, girls have 2 x 30 minutes homework per subject per week, usually set on the day of the 

relevant lesson.  Homework diaries are provided for all girls. 

Reasonable adjustments will be made as appropriate for pupils with special educational needs or 

disabilities. 

Girls are encouraged to consult staff sooner rather than later if there are problems. 

Parents are encouraged to contact the form teacher or Section Head if their daughter is experiencing 

particular difficulties. 

Girls of all ages will be given clear guidance regarding the volume of work required for a particular piece of 

work.  This is the responsibility of the teaching staff. 
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Marking 

All homework set should be acknowledged (marked or tested if appropriate).  Accurate records will be kept 

so that pupils and teachers can use homework to reinforce learning aid. 

 

Homework Environment 

Girls are encouraged to work in a positive environment at home.  Advice on both mental and physical 

preparation is covered in tutorial work.  We offer all girls the opportunity to work in the Learning Resources 

Centre between 4.00pm and 5.15pm, if they wish, supervised by the librarian.  Girls from the Upper School 

with private study periods work in the library or the rooms designated for private study.  These rooms and 

the library are supervised.  In addition, the quiet study room is available to the sixth form for unsupervised 

work. 

 

Holiday Homework 

We recognise that the girls work extremely hard during term time and we believe that holidays are a time 

for some rest and relaxation.  We hope that girls will make the most of any opportunities that arise to 

extend and enhance their knowledge.  Ideally the girls should return physically rested and intellectually 

stimulated. 

Staff may not set any formal homework for the Middle School during holidays except for the normal Friday 

evening work (with the usual time allocation in mind). 

The Heads of Upper School and Sixth Form maintain an overview of the volume of work expected from 

members of their section. Details of holiday homework are detailed in the Staff Handbook. 



 


